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From Royal Initiative to Modern Expansion:
The Growth of Thailand’s Rail System

The Thai railway system originated from the royal vision of King Rama V, who foresaw that railways
would serve as the nation’s main artery-a crucial instrument to connect people, cities, and the economy
driving Siam toward modernization, stability, and sovereignty.

This royal legacy was continuously advanced during the reign of King Rama VI, where the railway network
was expanded, administrative systems streamlined, and international standards established,
transforming early-stage tracks into a major national transport infrastructure.

During the socio-economic transitions of King Rama VII’s reign, the railway reached a critical turning point.
Under the vital leadership of HRH Prince Purachatra Jayakara, the Prince of Kamphaeng Phet, modern vision and
expertise were integrated to systematically reform the organization, workforce, and rail infrastructure, successfully securing
a sustainable foundation for Thailand’s railway development.
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The Pivotal Role of Prince Purachatra Jayakara
Across the Three Reigns of Thai Railway Evolution

The Prince was deeply involved in every milestone-from acquiring engineering knowledge abroad to construct,
expand, and develop the railway network, to maintaining and extending its operations for enduring stability.
By applying his expertise, he was instrumental in transforming the initial royal vision into a fully operational

reality. This marked a profound three-reign evolution: laying the foundation, sustaining progress,
and advancing the system from its pioneering era into a stable, invaluable institution
whose legacy continues to shape Thailand’s modern transit today.
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1882 Born during the reign of King Rama V,
as a royal son of King Chulalongkorn.

1894 Studied at Harrow School, England;
pursued engineering at the University of
Cambridge and military engineering at Chatham.
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1904 Returned to Siam and entered government
service in key positions.

1917 Commenced his railway career by royal
command during the reign of King Vajiravudh
(Rama VI).
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1918 Advanced railway development under
King Rama VI, overseeing the construction of
Khun Tan Tunnel (1918) and Tha Chomphu Bridge
(1920),both remaining icons of the Northern
Line today.

>
RJ
avun c/wéow




=i

~

| &
[ g

. WA s Nealalssususaluiifiu taznane

Wusaufianendduiitodedhugaiy

WA boe Neodugswiensnosinssny
N32318 o waznea19Esaaulud we. weve

1923 the Hua Hin Railway Hotel was officially
opened and became a renowned vacation resort
of that era.

1926 the Director of Construction for the Rama VI
Bridge, and the construction was completed in
1926
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1928 Strengthened railway stability under King
Rama VII, ordering two Swiss diesel locomo
tives-the first ever introduced in Southeast
Asia.
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1933 Resided abroad during his later years.

10. 1936 General HRH Prince Purachatra Jayakara

passed away.
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The construction of railways was not merely the laying
of steel tracks: rather, it was the laying of the nation’s
foundation-planning, systemic creation, and the passing on
of the royal vision for enduring sustainability.

The initiation of railway construction not only laid the foundation for a modern transportation system
during that era, opening opportunities for all people to access transit thoroughly, but it also instilled
confidence among foreign nations investing in various enterprises of Siam at that time.
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The Reign of King Rama V: Laying the Foundations
of Siam’s Railway System

King Rama V’s far-reaching vision guided Siam toward modernization and marked the beginning
of a railway network that connected people, supported economic growth, and united the nation.
His Majesty also sent royal sons abroad to acquire knowledge and expertise that could be applied to
the country’s development. This invaluable historical legacy continues to propel Thailand toward the

future.
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From the Genesis of Iron Rails
to Systemic Railway
Planning for the Nation's Future

To propel the railway enterprise into a comprehensive transit network connecting all directions-and
above all, to bring prosperity and well-being to the nation-the operations progressed successively.
It successfully expanded the network across the country and connected with the
Federated Malay States at that time. All of these milestones were meticulously planned
and refined to ensure that the national transportation developed with the utmost efficiency.
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The Reign ol King Rama VI: Systematization and Expansion
of the Thai Railway Network

Driven by the royal policy to steer Siam toward progress, His Majesty graciously unified all railway enterprises.
He entrusted “General His Royal Highness Prince Purachatra Jayakara, the Prince of Kamphaeng Phet”
the Father of Thai Railways-to lay this foundation. By introducing modern engineering, the Prince expanded the
iron routes nationwide, transforming national transit. This strategic development seamlessly connected the
economy and the people, effectively guiding Siam into a new era of modernization.
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The Turning Point of Thai Railways in an Era
of Transition: Continuation of the Royal Vision to Build
a Grand Railway System

Amidst global transitions, the Royal State Railways forged ahead. The successful completion of the

Rama VI Bridge seamlessly linked the Northern and Southern lines. This period also pioneered the

introduction of diesel locomotives, making Siam the first nation in South East Asia to adopt this
technology-becoming the definitive blueprint for modern rail transit today.
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The Reign of King Rama VII: Continuation and Strengthening
for the Future of Railway Systems

Despite the challenges of a transitional era, Siam’s railway affairs advanced continuously. The network
expanded further to connect key economic zones, significantly enhancing transit convenience. This
period also marked a historic shift from steam to diesel power, introducing diesel locomotives for the
first time in the region-laying a prosperous foundation that drives national development to this day.
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From the foundation laid in the reign of King Rama V, to the advanced expansion in the reign of King Rama VI,
And the further development in the reign of King Rama VII. The Thai railway enterprise flourished through a continuous
royal vision, with Prince Purachatra Jayakara serving as the pivotal force in integrating modern knowledge into
concrete progress. The seeds of education sown in those early days have grown into a network that
unites people across the land, reflecting a single shared resolve:

“Building Prosperity for the Nation.”

To this day, every generation of railway personnel remains dedicated to carrying on this honorable
mission—driving Thai railways toward a sustainable future for generations to come on Thai soil.
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