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Gen. Prince Purachatra, the Prince of Kamphaengphet is highly recognized as one of the important figures of the
modern Thai history. A son of King Chulalongkorn (Rama V), he was instrumental during the country’s transition
period (early 20" century) as he introduced many new technologies to moderni.ze Thailand. A visionary leader, his
integrity was-a role model for civil servants.and professionals throughout his lifetime. He always put the nation’s
interest before his own interests, making him renowned as one of the most influential leaders of Thailand in the
20" century.
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e combined two

separate railway

services under one
single structureand became
the first commander of the
Royal Thai Railway, a new
entity responsible for
railway management in
Thailand.
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e led a draft

legislation that

governed railway

and highway
services in Thailand which
then effectively brought
authorized citizens’ and
industrial rail services
under jurisdiction of the
Railway Board.
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To make the railway services
more popular among Thai and
foreign passengers, he
renovated the Phya Thai
Palace to be a 5-star hotel
and made it a postcard picture
for advertisements inside and
outside Thailand. Because of
that, he is also known as the
father of Thai hotel and
advertising industries as well
as public relations.
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UILWALEN NTUNAWIMMUWIAYTEATIEEU NI9TITUAINTINYUAL Following his promotion as an army

Ingynszatidesdululsamalng Faduidauinisivizeslangau general, Prince Purachatra initiated the
& o Loa = & o v o . . ; i

IEMTIRILATRIRIANE NI A InaaastuInanuludstrunanly radio service and broadcast in Thailand.

WweAuAd&Iunszadr iternntddn "HS 1 PI” HS Judygyiu He experimented broadcasting services
3unuau BeannawlnsauudAusznInUsamadugdionualilu by setting up a broadcast studio at his
nganagmiulfizuntaantiinglulsaivalng dou PJ tiaunann own Baan Dok Mai Palace, and called

ysansloens the station “HS 1 PJ”.
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As the Royal Thai Railway’s commander,
Prince Purachatra ordered two new
180-HP diesel-engine Locomotive to be
used in Thailand - the first in Asia. The
trains were used to shuffle train lines
and haul the around-Bangkok local train
services.
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In addition to the work he dedicated for the Thai railway indusiry, Prince
Purachatra was also a great manager, a military leader, an engineer, and
a telecommunication expert. His diligence and personal sacrifice in his
work earned tremendous respect from people, especially those who worked
with him, as a true role model for development work in Thailand.
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