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T COMMEMORATION OF PRINCE PURACHATRA JAYAKARA

Lt Gen Prince Purachatra Jayakara or the “Prince of
Kamphaengphet” was appointed by King Vajiravudh (Rama VI) as the
first commander the Royal Railways Department of Siam on June 27,
1917. He was the first Thai who assumed the top leadership of the
department, succeeding Mr. K. Bethge from Germany.

During his reign, he introduced a new management system to
the RRDS by delegating the authority to different levels which
effectively minimized the burden of a single leader. He mobilized Thais
who were good at foreign languages to work at the department and
also established the scholarship program for staffs to study overseas
in order to bring back new knowledge to improve the operations of the
department.
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THE LAST SCHOLARSHIP STUDENT

Ajva Kunjara Na Ayutthaya was the last student
who received a scholarship from the Royal Railways
Department of Siam to study overseas. He studied
railway engineering and graduated from the Ecole
Centrale Lyonnaise de PUniversite de Lyon, France
Upon graduation, he returned to Siam and worked as
the Assistant Mechanical €ngineer at the SSDR. It was
during the reign of Prince Purachatra that Siam was
the first nation in Asia that started using diesel-engined
locomotives. The Prince was regarded as the pioneer
leader of modern Thai railways development. His name
was engrossed in a plague which was installed on the
side of each locomotive when the Thai railways work
celebrated its half century anniversary.
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THE PRINCE'S NUMEROUS ACHIEVEMENTS
11 RAIL TRANSPORT DEVELOPMENT

Prince Purachatra was a self-motivated and
diligent student who was always interested in
learning. He introduced new technologies and
approaches from overseas to the development of Thai
railways system and engineering works.

He also initiated a number of great projects
which have been his legacy in Thailand until this day:
Khun Taan Rail Tunnel, the Llongest rail tunnel in
Thailand; Kasat Suek rail cross bridge, the first in
Thailand; Rama VI rail bridge, the first river cross
bridge in the country; Buddhayodpha Bridge, the first
steel modern moveable bridge crossing the Chao Phrya
River; Ratchadapisek Bridge, the iconic bridge of
Lampang; and Tha Chompoo bridge in Lamphune.
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THE SOUTHERN ROUTE

The southern rail route started construction

in the reign of King Rama V (King Chulalongkorn)
during which Siam (the old name of Thailand) was
facing pressure from €ngland and France, then
the biggest colonizers in the Southeast Asia Region.
Following a spade of financial failure by the
concessionaires to complete the construction, the
project had seen multiple financiers before it was
completed in 1903. The first stretch of the southern
route was from Bangkok to Petchburi (completed
in 1903) as the final stretch to Su-ngai Kolok was
finished in 1921.

e

ayalag : guuni 135yl a0UNITYUAY IWIaINTalunInenae

D

SOIWAULWLS

17



e W~ —

dATWAARDTNUS=HUTD

N 4 f = :f ) . (»,"\{ ;)’} ‘\
YAl FY oIStV IUIaV INPIEa T1dNIYISTINEYY VY doRPlI bSO b

\ »
Yo UPIITAVIITIICIErY ] Irlbria
-
.Vv/ 92 ¢ > | /w ’
) G- NS b o U Pl I



v RiselomaTmenasTAvER zyq yumwn\lm&mnﬁ%

(WSESIVRENLIAVIVEN S¥N1aN D WU nsuwseiuwaivsdaslosu aeiun « wgASnigu w.A. bao)

o waWsESTEaIAUIANSEUMANIE WS TN gInaLT1agi S¥n1ad b
WSESTIYNIUUG WALBNWSELINUSNINALED NSUWSEAIMWALRTSOAsIafu
unazls1...winewunissalwy ynau snsaladeldisruvatauinwsrsyianian
Wunumslunisu§iden enissalwy wagdsenaguly

nassalWuvivdseinalng
od gy b




e =

40715 Tha»1m

S —
-

‘A0 TUCSAAT”

—h

g9:enfdou susulafisnu “snlw” gynuluwinusngaunngnade sufidounnald

I
01309519 11a:Us=Inmans

USMS WISUIILNEG IWIUKINGASES nnidualguatgniddvdau
a[V[Vighizive

SOIWANWLS




qAvLNEYRdneti “anniinansdnsan” @
Huganfififiannuddglulseiamans Undudaman
lufinnsiafianszsnudnfulnguiusolinssfids
anniinassdnsannasiiuiesanifinnadoumindy

anntiviedszuadngann e annflnataansand
PHALULILLAYTIAIAN LURILAATARN UARAR
ngIMwe agsendnsanntdanuiauiuganduusny
duaonfivassuvisiiiuenmnsld fasneduluads
wszumaUiawszaanundninagin (5unnaf 6)
saunded w.a. 2464 luSratvaawssumaiia
wszinginddnagia (Fannafi 6) Iiasradu
A1ANTARUNTAT LA AU VANRY Fanaey
a9u3la Anungly &onUdnyndand wasatu
ganlay 18181ANTe Uszauagnnai (Agmnnedn)
fyuisdvaswany ifuanansiiadneunuuuias
NNALY ¢AITBIUATRIF

faanAngannil Aeegniafidnzfuaanyes
wszAmiinansantsivgn dwiuidufidssivens
WILUMAULAAWTELANDEND  UASWTZUTUIIAYNA
deuafanszsnraniu vedeaoduiifeusy
WILINHRIAUANG LHU AULRANTsUlsAn Any
uissmRNNdnTiuyen auiiawssidursiaingd 9
WVITIBRIUNANTIAULNGA UAzgNIIU Uszsnundun
Uszmadulnilide Seanunss lunaseassnasa
WIEINANTUADUTUNTEINHRNAUAN AL WTZDIALDN

duiflugontiluanslazaslasvanag au faud
LiflemadinllaglugasnanssiRmansiitnansn
wluedn whisndignunsndudaenudalsdung waz
Bassnliaugulmildnannietusaly

A MEMORABLE STATION

Chitra Lada Station is located on Sawankhalok
Road, between Sam Sen Station and Yomaraj
Station. The Renaissance-style station was built
in 1921 to replace the old wooden station. It
was designed by Italian architect Mario
Tamagno. The station was purposely built for
the King and Queen to board a train and is not

in the normal operations.
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RAILWAY PAVILION

August 4, 2016 — The Railway Engineering School organized the “Wai Khru’
ceremony to pay respect to the teachers. The ceremony started with a religion
ceremony and oath taking in front of the statue of Prince Purachatra Jayakara, the
first Thai commander of the Royal Railway Department of Siam (now the State
Railway of Thailand). The SRT Governor Vutthichat Kalayanamitr led the “wai Khru”
ceremony and presented honorable pins to the 60th Class of the engineering school
students, followed by a certificate giving ceremony for 106 students from the 58th
Class.
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uanaind nassolWuvisdszmalng fGesauiu THE CENTENNIAL CELERRATION
UsEn lsuildlng 41in Aavinaddasalusueiiannsg OF TUE BANGKOK STATION

YAWLAY ANUIU 4 A9 IUTUUNATAUAIIAT
o Lo o ea o a . ~ On June 25, Deputy Prime
TuUsuianng srumisavinuils@aatuiiase 100 U aonil . : PUEY T
4 e - Minister Somkid Jatusripitak
nyomw Westulangd@Ayniliandsseaasannldnginmw  presided over the centennial
gontsnlwresaulng IWadaul3eIl309919AINUNTIAN  celebration of the Bangkok Station
nATIafnaufsdagiulunfazinane tWenateng (Hua Lumphong) at the station,
Aol , o AVL \ o v which featured an exhibition showing
sfuldluaunan dountswmuntlivgntls uazing e pigiony of the SAT, its evolution,
1 1 [~ a = v =1 1 o ar 3| =
aolUatsiuninnll iWaldaanfluvielidenafuanntl  and future development. At the foyer,

sniglavesaulneg aunsldlsnuninunsla a live musical show was performed
and four vintage-style steam-engine

locomotives were displayed for the

|S']0:ﬂaUU']IlJUﬂ3']UHO\] public to take their photos with.
VQJUS:U'IUUF]U-[nEléﬂﬂé\]” A vintage-style Thai market with local

products was also featured.
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THE DUAL-TRACK RAILWAYS DUE TO
OPEN M 2017

Transport deputy minister Omsin Chivapruek and SRT
governor Vutthichat kalayanamitr led the media crews and
staff to inspect the progress of the dual-track railway
construction in the northeastern region. During the inspection
trip, the deputy minister has advised SRT governor to find
ways to expedite the work of these projects, starting with
the The Thanon Jira—Khon Kaen stretch (206 km), which is
scheduled to complete by 2018. The deputy minister has
instructed the first 50 km between Baan Koh and Mueng
Khong to be opened by October 2017. Five other routes are
also under construction in the northeastern region.
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CHATUCHAK BIG CLEANING DAY

On July 11, 2016, SRT Governor
Vutthichati Kalayanamitr led SRT staffs and
vendors in the Chatuchak Market in cleaning
the market and surrounding areas to maintain
the cleanliness and order of the area.
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NATIONAL MOTHER'S DAY

SRT has organized several special activities and
trips in celebration of the Thai National Mother’s Day,
which falls on the Queen’s birthday on August 12.
Activities included a special Bangkok-Nakhon Pathom
trip on a vintage steam-engine train, an exhibition of
the Queen’s development work for the nation, trade
fair for products under the initiation of the Queen,
and the mass singing of the Queen’s anthem at Hua

Lumpong Station and Chatuchak Market.
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THE NECESSARY CHANGE
OF THE THAI RAILROAD
SLEEPERS

Railroad sleepers are an important
piece of a railway system as they help
maintain the width of a track, distribute
even force from the train wheels, and
resist movement of the tracks. Railroad
sleepers in Thailand were mostly made
of wood because it was an abundant
resource. However, due to the scarce
availability and high cost of wood today,
SRT has started replacing wooden
sleepers across the country with the
concrete ones, which provide much
more durability at lower cost.
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/ RAIL TURRELS 1N THAILARD

There are seven mountain pass-through
rail tunnels in Thailand, including the
Hhun Taan Tunnel (the longest in the
country), Khao Phlueng Tunnel, Pang Tube
Khob Tunnel, Huay Mae Laan Tunnel, Phra
Phutthachai Tunnel, Khao Phang Her-ei
Tunnel, and Chong Khao Tunnel.
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